of them specifically for the volume, to fill in gaps such as "trends in mortality in the twentieth century", and "disease as a social concept". The work contains articles on the history of public health, changes in the health care professions, the structure of health care organizations, mental illness, financing medical care, and ethical issues.
Particularly relevant to contemporary student interests are the essays which describe the evolution of the cost and structure of medical care. Many of my students are planning careers in medicine, and have heard discouraging words about the ways in which the medical world they approach has been ruined by managed between seventeenth-century medical education, a broad "faculty" of learning encompassing a range of cultural allegiances, and our own perception of it as a scientific discipline tied directly to practice. Hans de Waardt's paper on exorcism and the interaction between the roles of pastor and healer among the priesthood shows the degree to which secularization and the separation of magic from religion were unwitting outcomes of theological and ecclesiastical politics, involving conflicts among the Reformers as well as with Catholicism. Frank Huisman too reflects this broad theme in his case study of the relationship between surgeons, physicians and urban govemment in Groningen, where the surgeons' guild helped police the town and administer poor relief. In spite of these two articles, however, the extent to which politics and theology are inextricable from each other on the wider stage of seventeenth-century history as well as on local ones, and the interpenetration of this with shifts in medical perspective, are not as evident as they could be in a book with the aims that this one has set itself.
Produced and copy-edited with loving care, and with effective enough black-and-white reproductions, the book is obviously the outcome of stringent post-conference demands made and followed through by the editors: a real book, not a quick fix. 
